

















































































































years 1940-42 as the Special Naval Observer in London and in resolving the awkward standoff
with the Free French in Noumea 1942. In addition, his South Pacific command laid the

foundation that his successor subsequently built on to achieve victory over the Japanese.
Epilogue

Vice Admiral Ghormley regained his health in the spring of 1943. At Nimitz’s request, he
returned as the commandant of the 14" Naval District Hawaiian Sea Frontier. The major
functions of the frontier were the maintenance of picket ships and the port facilities in Hawaii,
the escorting of iéland shipping, and search and rescue operations. In 1944, Ghormley served as
Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Germany and oversaw the dismantling of the Kreigsmarine and
the handling of war prizes.® Ghormley demonstrated his true character by returning to work
closely with the man that relieved him. Ghormley’s story does not trace the arc of a hero’s
journey, but his service and sacrifice are part of the fabric of the history of the United States

Navy.

9% Potter, Nimitz, 281,
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